











YMCA Leadership

*Gala Committee

Lynne Algrant*
President & CEO

Carol Pasquale James Chiappone*
Chief Human Resource Officer Executive Director
Danielle Ardito Amanda Scully*
Senior Childcare Director Vice President of Mission

Christopher Gonzalez*
Associate Executive Director

Brille Kenner Zach Dembowski Aminta Witkowski
Family Success Center Director Aquatics Director Associate Membership Director
Jessica Sheridan Phil Stern Phil Facendola
Associate Mara Director Associate Program Director 21st Century Program Director
Angel Santiago Chris Hoogendorn Tom White
Facilities Manager Wellness Coordinator Facilities Manager
Rashaun Chambers Anna Feliz Chris Kusant
Wellness Coordinator Wellness Coordinator Wellness Coordinator
Lindsay Pacheco Sandra Nizborski Hitasvi Shah

Mara Coordinator Marketing Coordinator Mission Coordinator







A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR
SUPPORTERS FOR THEIR GENEROSITY

Acrisure
Ali & Jamie Pollack
Ali Huda
Amber Hemmer
American Dream
Arbend Drishti
Archer & Greiner
Avimuth Engineering
Axiom Communications
Bergen County Clerk
Chiola Landscaping
Chiola Landscaping
Christie Del Rey- Cone
City Orthopaedics
Colliers Engineering & Design
Comcast
David Borzotta
DMR Architects
Elizabeth Calabrese
Fairview Chamber
Fairview Taxi
Foad Said
ForvisMazars
Goya
Hackensack Meridian
Hamza Abdelhadi

Huntington Technology Finance

Inserra Supermarkets
Jason Hanrahan
JLL
John Booth
John Hogan
Joseph Rutch
Law Offices of John L. Schettino
M P Plastic Plus Inc
Meadowlands Chamber
Meadowlands Racing
Neglia Group
NISEA
NY Giants
Onyx Equities, LLC
Pjeter Lulaj
Provident Bank- Iselin
PSEG
RSC Architects
Russo Family Foundation
Scarinci Hollenbeck LLC
Smith-Sondy
Stephanie Mcgowan
Table to Table
The Branca Family Foundation
The Solomon Organization
The Zita Group
Township of Lyndhurst













A MESSAGE FROM
RON SIMONCINI

Friends,

Well. If ever we could complain about a place being “over-evented” it would be post-
COVID Northern New Jersey. After launching our gala in 2012, when we came out of
COVID we were confronted with a revived event environment that featured a growing
number of worthy initiatives and organizations. Gratefully, among these, the YMCA
gala has become a staple of the civic calendar in the Meadowlands. We dearly
appreciate the community’s support in expected and unexpected ways.

First the obvious: we need the money. Over my 15 years serving as Chairman of the Y (during which I received a
brief release for good behavior), I adopted a catch phrase: "*When they say not for profit, they aren't kidding.”
That always gets a laugh, but it's actually not that funny. It is hard enough to make ends meet in for-profit
businesses, but when you are dedicated to nurturing the community with maximum breadth and impact, you are
never financially comfortable because there is always somewhere else you can help. We live by the organizational
mantra "We're for youth development, healthy living, and social responsibility.” And we're not kidding. So, the
gala provides needed financial resources and if you're reading this, you helped and on behalf of the Board, we
thank you.

Now for the not-so-obvious: there is nothing like the inspiration of having an encouraging family member. It
creates an important contract when your brothers and sisters hold your values and pursuits in high esteem. When
your parents facilitate your dreams. When your children thrive under your guidance. The Meadowlands
Community is our family. We want to provide it with that warm satisfaction of seeing us meet our potential. Your
support holds us to a standard in which we insist that we do our best. That we give you something to be proud of.
We help when needed, even if we ourselves are needy.

And so for me, the Meadowlands Y Gala is the one night in the year when I feel so blessed to grasp the hands of
my brothers and sisters, to enjoy the sincere embrace of our parents, and when there is validation from our
children that we are on a path that will always and forever be far more worthwhile than it is challenging.

Please join me in appreciation for the careers and contributions of tonight's honorees, who have improved the
lives of so many in the Meadowlands Community. Paul Juliano has been serving Bergen County residents for his
whole life in a myriad of roles that most recently included President of the New Jersey Sports and Exposition
Authority when it landed the World Cup. The Unanue Family is celebrating 90 Years of Goya Foods, one of the
region’s most notable brands, largest employers and generous contributors to social organizations. And of course,
American Dream has re-established the Meadowlands Sports Complex as a primary destination that drives
economic activity with world-class shopping and entertainment through the commitment and determination of the
Ghermezian Family, who never quit amid challenges that would deter even the most stalwart among us.

With Gratitude,

Ron Simoncini
Chair, Board of Directors
Gala Chair









































































